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pigeon-holes in the wall the accounts kept on knotted cords, bands of linen or of papyrus, and shoulder-blades of sheep covered with fine writing. He laid them all at Hamilcar's feet, and placed in his hands a wooden frame, strung with three interior wires on which slipped gold, silver, and horn balls, and began :
"One hundred and ninety-two houses in the Mappals, rented to the new Carthaginians at the rate of one beka per moon."
" Hold! That is too much! Provide for the poor. Write the names of those whom you believe to be the most courageous, and endeavour to ascertain if they are attached to the Republic. What next ?"
Abdalonim hesitated, surprised by such generosity.
Hamilcar impatiently wrested from his hands the linen bands, saying, as he looked :
" What, then, is this ? Three palaces around Khamoun at twelve kesitath per month! Put it twenty. I do not wish to be devoured by the Rich."
Abdalonim after a long salute resumed : " Loaned to Tigilas, until the end of the season, two kikurs at thirty-three and a third per cent, maritime interest; advanced to Bar-Malkarth fifteen hundred shekels on the security of thirty slaves, but twelve died in the salt marshes."
" In other words, they were not robust," laughingly said the Suffete. "No matter! if he needs money, satisfy his requirements ! One must always lend, and at different interest, according to the wealth of the people."